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Julia Dallman, University of Miami, on her team’s use of ‘Smurf cakes’ to track digestion in
children with SYNGAP1 mutations.

Joseph Piven, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, on the anticipated surge in older
autistic adults as the Baby Boomer generation approaches age 65.

Kim Kaiser, The Color of Autism Foundation, on the need to include more Black people in
autism research — both as participants and as scientists.
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Kevin Ayres, University of Georgia, on the lack of evidence to support the ‘rapid prompting
method’ of communication.

Antonio Hardan, Stanford University, on using lessons learned from lockdown to improve
remote treatment for autism.

Katarzyna Chawarska, Yale University, on the challenge of diagnosing infants with autism.

Ralph-Axel Muller, San Diego State University, on the importance of results that contradict
previous findings.
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Peter Mundy, president of the International Society for Autism Research, on how the coronavirus
pandemic forced INSAR to go virtual this year — and inspired organizers to rethink how the
conference might be held in years to come.

Mayada Elsabbagh, McGill University, on the value of team efforts in autism research.

Sam Wang, Princeton University, on making good use of time away from the lab during the
coronavirus lockdown.
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